High-grade B-cell lymphoma presenting as polyserosal disease. Diagnosis by flow cytometry.
Two patients presenting with anasarca were found to have aggressive B-cell lymphoma. No bulky disease was detected. The diagnosis was rapidly established by the flow cytometric analysis of cell surface immunophenotype and cell cycle fractions of pleural or peritoneal cells. Such presentation of lymphoma is unusual and previously undescribed, and it may have a significant negative prognostic impact. The authors' observations indicate that lymphoma be included in the differential diagnosis of anasarca and that flow cytometry can be useful for a fast confirmation of the diagnosis.